From:

1t

To:-9997154 17/06/2026 13:21

FO LA W IN )G PO

BED LT M WK N3N M SERD NN wamh mIRme wwNe SR men a3ew

v

73 (TSR 1KY, RPN 4D YMIPI RIPRTD LTIARY TOU NA3% DL AT M — 5

IO O BN LTRWIM APIRA 1D MZT YT AT TDRD AmY ad v Povn
YN IR Mo XYR 2D PR ANRITY A0YY YOR OR ..TXM3 nTayd o v
TP P opns v o '115:- 0% AnR 191N DR My mrn T
KW RW AYD AYY 13 0% KUR - N20R IR MIY R ADY R Dwmn nxva
STPIY AR D MCROR Mo bw hag TR fin wen o pRw “maaba pam, 1003

RPM Y2 UPIRA U5 MR 4 T3Y RbpM IR M BYWL, (K0 T S31m3) MRy

v ap ST W% P Y PIRA AT WUTB 03T WOYTH

T NIX7 DWIN DONRD YXOMT - Arm from among you men for the army. If you ask me, how do&
L, a Talmudic Jew, look upon the flag of the State of Israel, and has it any halachic value? — I would
answer plainiy. [ do not hold at all with the magical atiraction of a flag or of similar symbolic cer-
emonies. Judaism negates ritual connected with physical things. Nonetheless, we must not lose
sight ol the law in the Shulchan Aruch (Sifsei Kohen, Yoreh Deah 364:11) 1o the effect that one who
has been killed by a non-Jew is buried in his clothes, snthar his Blood may be seen and avep ged, as
inis written: I will hold (the heathen) innocent, but not in regard to the blood they have shed (Joel 4:21).
It other words, the clothes of the Jew acquire a certain sanctity when spattered with the blood of
a martyr. How much more is this sp of the blue and whize flag. which has been immersed in the
blood of thousands of young Jews defending the country and the population (religious and irreli-
gious alike: the enemy did 1ot differentiate between thern) . It has 4 Spark of sanctity that flows from
devotinl =sacrifice, (The Rav Speaks, p. 139)

[The Rav was once visited by a student who served in the Israel Defense Forces, whe asked the Jollowing
question: He worked in the tank division and his job was cleaning and maintaining the tanks, Often, his
uniform would get covered in oil and grime. Did he need to change clothing before reciting the afternoon
prayer, since the donning of proper attire is a prerequisite for prayer (Hilchos Tefillah 5:1,5)? He empha-
sized thagit would be possible to do so, but it would be quite inconvenient and difficult.

The HRav-loshed.ar him.in amazement aud replied,. " Why would you need to change? You are wearing

bigdei Kodesh, holy clothes!” (Rabbi Aharon Ziegler)] ‘
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Week Two: Facing Backward

In the second haftarah of the Three Weeks, taken from chapter 2 of |
Yirmiyahu, the navi conveys Hashem's message chastising the people for |
|

abandoning Hashem in favor of worthless deities.

Today, when idol worship is largely a thing of the past,- these words -

may not seem to be addressing us directly. Having said that, it is not
hard to find more timely substitutes for things we might consider to
be the ultimate source of our success, the pursuit of which impedes our
allegiance to and reliance upon Hashem. These can be things such as
money, prestige, or the right connections. However, there is a message

toward the end of the haftarah that applies equally to all ages, transcends

i

any time or milieu, and is deserving of our particular attention during

.

the period of the Three Weeks.
Yirmiyahu charges in Hashem’s name concerning the Jewish People:

¥

sap RO MY O UD D

These words are translated simply as, “They turned their back to Me,
not their face.” However, Rabbi_Shneui' Zalman of Liadi beckons us to
peonder the verse closer: The opening words, “Hr 13— they faced Me,”
seem to indicate that the people are facing Hashem. How, then, can the
verse proceed to say that they have their backs to Him? If so, they are
not facing Him!

Rabbi Shneur Zalman answers that the rebuke is over the fact that
the'people are facing Hashem, and yet they s'fci]lbﬁg'_e_t_}‘ggin.ha&ks.hmd
to Him. It is possible to be face to face with someone and still feel that
he'is “distant,” izmy connected to or engaged in the encounter.
This is how the people are described in their relationship with Hashem.

:On,\the one hand, they are pérforming the mitis;os with due consideration

‘-t:o_t_h"eir 1§W$ and details, and to that end they are referred to as “facing
Hashem.” However, at the same time they have “turned their back to
Hirm," for their mitzvos are distant and devoid of inner content.”

Q’ \ The Three Weeks are a time when we reflect upon the destruction
of the Beis Hamikdash and all that it has led to. In this regard, we are
mindful of the fact that the ultimate goal of the Beis Hamikda;h is for
the Divine Presence to reside not in that structure but within the hearts
of the Jewish People. The verse commanding the building of the Beis

%Hamikdash states:

-

TN IS WD D W

They shall make for Me a Sanctuary, and I shall dwell in their
midst.® '

\
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Many commentators point out that the verse does not conclude by
/ saying “and I shall dwell in its midst,” i.e., of the Sanctuary, but rather,
“in their midst,” i.e., within the people themselves.® As such, a significant
\} aspect of the churban is the depar{fhre of the Divine Presence from the
hearts of the ngish People. Indeed, this could be said to be the primary
) L{) and dominant aspect, from which everything else follows.

Thesame is true in reverse. Redemption is a great and historic process,
but it consists of many steps. Among the most meaningful of those steps
is for each Jewish heart to reclaim its Shechinah connection.

Part of the contemplation in which we engage during these weeks

{ would be well directed toward this idea. It does not take much to instill
the Divine Presence into one’s heart: it is waiting to enter. If we just
note its absence and lament its loss, we have already allowed for its
return, If we have in mj estore inner cortent and connection to

©

our relationship with Hashem and His mitzvos, to come back to “face

R
[ G Hashem™ with our actual faces, then we can anticipate that He will turn

to face us back, and thaf)tﬂéiight of His countenance will bestow blessing

and redemption.
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